The prevalence of Toxoplasma infection among pregnant women in Ibadan, Nigeria.
The seroprevalence of toxoplasmosis in pregnant women from the inner area of Ibadan was determined by the dye test. Two hundred and seventy-three of the 352 women (78%) had dye test titres of 1/16 or greater with 165 (47%) having titres of 1/128 or greater. In contrast, 42 of 192 pregnant women (22%) from the Swansea area of the UK were dye test positive with only six (3%) having titres of 1/128. The possibility that reinfection or recrudescence is responsible for maintaining high antibody levels in African women and the consequence of this high level of infection in relation to potential human immune deficiency virus (HIV) infections are discussed. Social and environmental conditions indicate that the source of infection is contact with cat faeces.